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Itis all systems go for the AMIC
31 Annual Conference

4> AMIC

) '8 AnnuAL
¥ & CONFERENC
9 -11 OCTOBER 2025 | MUMBAI INDIA

The conference will be held on
December 9 - 11, 2025, at the Shreemati
Nathibai Damodar Thackersey (SNDT)
Women's University Juhu Campus,
Mumbai, India, the first women’s
university in India as well as in South
Asia. The theme of the conference is
Navigating Digital Transformation in
Mediq, Public Relations, and
Advertising. Keynote speakers include
Dr. Bambang Brodjonegoro, Dean and
Chief Executive Officer of the Asian
Development Bank Institute, and Mr.
Guilherme Canelag, Director, UNESCO
Division for Digital Inclusion and Policies
and Digital Transformation and
Secretariat of the Information for All
Programme.

To welcome the conference participants
and guests are Dr. Crispin C. Maslog
Chairperson, AMIC Board of Directors;
Prof. (Dr.) Ujwala Chakradeo, Honorable
Vice Chancellor SNDT Women's
University, Mumbai; Dr. Peng Hwa Ang,
AMIC chairman de’ Honneur; and Prof.
Jose Ma. G. Carlos, AMIC Board of
Management.

The conference features five plenary
sessions: Plenary Session 1: Creative and
Innovative Strategic Communication, PR
and Advertising Strategies with Digital
Transformation; Plenary Session 2:
UNESCO Emeritus Dialogue Policy
Options and Challenges in Navigating
Digital Transformation in Asia; Plenary
Session 3: Redefining Communication
Competencies in Today'’s Digital
Ecosystem: Rewriting the
Communication Curriculg; Plenary
Session 4: India-China Communication
Dialogue; and Plenary Session 5: The
Digital Newsroom: Exploring Policies,
Practices, and Innovative Tools.
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31st AMIC Annual Conference

Theme: Navigating Digital Transformation in Media, Public Relations, and Advertising

09 to 11 October 2025
Mumbai, India

At least 25 leading communication,
PR and advertising educators and
practitioners from Asia and elsewhere
have confirmed their participation as
plenary speakers and moderators.
The complete conference program
and other details, e.g.,, conference
overview, program of activities,
registration, advisories, speakers, host
and partners, and working
committees are available at
https://sites.google.com/amic.asia/31
stamicannualconference/home.

As in previous conferences,

practitioners, educators, researchers,
and students will present papers in at
least 15 parallel sessions. The themes

will cover Planning Digital
Transformation of Mediag, PR and
Advertising Companies; Successful
(and Not Too Successful) Digital
Transformation of Asian Media
Companies; Al-Driven PR and
Advertising: Unlocking New
Opportunities for Campaign Success;
Harnessing Digital Transformation to
Drive Creative and Innovative
Campaign Strategies; Redefining
Communication Competencies:
Rewriting the Communication/
Journalism Curricula; Evolution of
Journalism Practices in the Digital
News Media Ecosystem; Convergence
of Media and Creative Industries;
Media, Information, and Digital
Literacy; and Ethical Issues and
Concerns in Going Digital.



https://sites.google.com/amic.asia/31stamicannualconference/home
https://sites.google.com/amic.asia/31stamicannualconference/home
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A record-breaking 629 abstracts were
received and reviewed by 59 peer
reviewers for the conference. Each
abstract underwent double blind peer
review. Abstracts in Chinese and
Marathi were also submitted and
reviewed. Review of the Chinese
abstracts was facilitated by the
Communication University of China
(cuc) in Beijing.

The conference will also feature five
master classes: Reputation 5.0:
Building Trust in the Age of Digital
Transformation; How to Transform
Advertising's Creative Landscape
through Digitalization; Artificial
Intelligence for International
Publication; Indices in Measuring
Quality of Academic Journals; and
AMIC Higher Education Quality
Management Accreditation Service.

Another highlight is the conferment of
the 2025 AMIC Asia Communication
Award. The Award honors outstanding
Asians who have made significant
contributions to the Asian and global
communication setting. Established in
2006, it has honored 25
communication scholars,
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educators, and practitioners. Among
the recent winners were Dr. Cherian
George (2024) and Dr. Arvind Singhal
(2023)

AMIC acknowledges the following
conference partners: Welspun Corp
Ltd (WCL); UNESCO; School of
Communications at XIM University,
Bhubaneswar, Odishaq, India; Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University;
Communication University of China
(cuc); bepartment of
Communication and Journalism.
University of Kerala; PAGEONE Group;
The Reputation Management
Association of the Philippines (RMAP);
University of the Philippines-College of
Media and Communication; Amity
School of Communication (ASCO);
and The University of Journalism and
Mass Communications of Uzbekistan
(UJMCU. Profiles of the conference
partners are available at
https://sites.google.com/amic.asia/31
stamicannualconference/host-
partners/partners.

Complementing the AMIC Secretariat
in the planning and management of
the conference are University Core
Committee, SNDT Women's University
Campus Organizing Committee, and
National Organizing Committee.
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The University Core Committee
members include Prof. Ujwala
Chakradeo Vice-chancellor, SNDT
Women'’s University, Mumbai; Prof
Ruby Ojha Pro Vice Chancellor, SNDT
Women'’s University, Mumbai; and Prof
Mira K Desai Prof & Head, Department
of Extension & Communication,
SNDTWU Juhu Campus, Mumbai
(Member Secretary). Members of the
SNDT Women’s University Campus
Organizing Committee and National
Organizing Committee are listed in the
conference microsite,
https:/[sites.google.com/amic.asia/31
stamicannualconference/working-
committees.
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Global Thought Leaders to Keynote
31 AMIC Annual Conference

Global thought leaders will keynote
the 31°* AMIC Annual Conference
scheduled on October 9 —11in
Mumbai, India.

To welcome the conference participants
and guests are Dr. Crispin C. Maslog
Chairperson, AMIC Board of Directors;
Prof. (Dr.) Ujwala Chakradeo, Honorable
Vice Chancellor SNDT Women's
University, Mumbai; Dr. Peng Hwa Ang,
AMIC chairman de’ Honneur; and Prof.
Jose Ma. G. Carlos, AMIC Board of
Management.

They are Dr. Bambang Brodjonegoro,
Dean and CEO, Asian Development
Bank Institute; Mr. Guilherme Canelaq,
Director, Division for Digital Inclusion

and Policies, and Secretary of the
Information for All Programme,
Unesco, Paris; and Prof. (Dr.) Ujwala
Chakradeo, Vice Chancellor of SNDT
Women's University, Mumbai.

Before joining ADBI in April 2025,
Brodjonegoro was Special Advisor to
the President of the Republic of
Indonesia for Economic Affairs and
National Development. He served the
Government of Indonesia as Minister
of Finance (2014-2016), Minister of
National Development Planning
(2016-2019), and Minister of Research
and Technology (2019-2021). He also
served as Director General of Islamic
Research and Training Institute (IRTI),
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)
(2009-2010).

' UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World

Dean Brodjonegoro holds a
doctorate and master's
degrees in urban and
regional planning from the
University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign and a
bachelor's degree in
economics from the Faculty
of Economics and Business,
University of Indonesiq,
where he was full Professor
and Dean in 2005-2009.

Mr. Guilherme Canela is the
former Chief of the Section for
Freedom of Expression and
Safety of Journalists for 2020-
2025, where he was responsible
for World Press Freedom Day, the

Press Freedom Prize, and the
Guidelines for the Governance of

Digital Platforms.




AMIC NEWSLETTER

WWW.AMIC.ASIA SEPTEMBER 2025

Between 2012 and 2020, Canela served as
Communication and Information Regional
Adviser for Latin America and the
Caribbean at UNESCO Montevideo Office.

In 2000-2008, he coordinated the media
and journalism research area of the News
Agency for Children’s Rights (ANDI),
responsible for several studies on media
coverage of issues such as children’s
education, rights, He has a B.A. in
International Relations from the University
of Brasilia (UNB) and a Master’s Degree in
Political Science from the University of SGo
Paulo (USP).

Prof. (Dr.) Ujwala Chakradeo
is the Vice Chancellor of
SNDT Women's University,
Mumbai. She is an architect
and urban planner with a
Ph.D. from VNIT. Dr.
Chakradeo has been
teaching architecture since
1985.

She has published several research
papers, books, and has six copyrights to
her credit. Dr. Chakradeo has held various
prestigious positions, including President
of Maharashtra Association of Schools of
Architecture and member of the All-India
Board of Town and Country Planning.
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She has also been a member of several
committees, including the National
Education Policy (NEP) committee and
the Steering Committee for Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan.

Under her leadership, SNDT Women's
University has been rewarded with the
status of MERU-Multi-disciplinary
Educational and Research University. Dr.
Chakradeo has also initiated several
new projects, including the
establishment of new campuses and
courses.

She has received several awards,
including the National Level Award for
Architectural Design and the ‘Bharatiya
Sanskriti Sanrakshan Samman’ for
contributions to safeguarding Indian
cultural legacy.

Dr. Chakradeo has also been
nominated as the Visitor's nominee to
the Selection Committee for the School
of Planning & Architecture, Vijaywada.
Recently, she was granted the rank of
Honorary Colonel and appointed
‘Colonel Commandant' in the National
Cadet Corps.
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International communication associations send
their good wishes to AMIC 31 Annual Conference

Leaders of international associations
of communication have sent their
good wishes to AMIC as it convenes
its 31st Annual Conference.

Professor Daya
Thussu, President of
the International
Association for Media
and Communication
Research (IAMCR),
noted that the
forthcoming

\ 1
conference promises to further
strengthen AMIC's tradition of
promoting Asian scholarship in the
field of media and communication.
He praised AMIC as Asia’s oldest and
most esteemed communication
association, boasting a pan-Asian
remit and a robust research focus.

Dr. Thomas Hanitzsch,
Chair of the Worlds of
Journalism Study and
President of the
International
Communication
Association (ICA),
highlighted the shared

commitment between ICA and AMIC
to enhance professionalism and
scholarship in communication. He
noted that both organizations have a
long history of cooperation and
expressed ICA's enthusiasm for
fostering an even closer partnership
in the coming years

Dr. Pascal Guénée,
incoming Chairman of
the World Journalism
Education Council
(WJEC), recalled that

/I the inaugural World

.‘ -
\ W4 Journalism Education
!

‘ Congress was launched

in conjunction with AMIC's 19th Annual
Conference in Singapore in 2007. He
acknowledged AMIC's pioneering
efforts in promoting ethical
responsibility, inclusiveness, and
innovation in media and
communication throughout Asia.

&
1

Jatin Srivastava,
President of the South
Asia Communication
Association, praised
AMIC conferences as
vibrant platforms that
facilitate not only the
presentation of
academic research but
also foster community
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building, mentorship, and the
nurturing of innovative ideas focused
on development and social welfare.
According to Srivastava: "AMIC has

important organizations dedicated to
showcasing and encouraging
research and professional practices
relevant to the people and

been a positive force in the field of communities of Asia.”
communication and mass
communication for over 50 years,

emerging as one of the most

Photo source: https://www.en.ifkw.uni-
muenchen.de/staff/full_professors/hanitzsch_tho
mas/index.html

W Asian Media Information
and Communication Centre

sian Media Information
and Communication Centre

Asian Journal of Communication (AJC)
is a refereed international publication
launched in 1990. It provides high-
quality communication scholarship with
an Asian focus and perspectives.

o v 4 A At e

Media Asia is a peer reviewed journal
published since 1974. It focuses on
practices in journalism, advertising,
public relations, entertainment and
other aspects of media in Asia.

The AJC is currently abstracted and
indexed by Bibliography of Asian
Studies, Communication Abstracts, CSA
Sociological Abstracts, ClOS,
International Bibliography of Social
Science, and Sacial Sciences Citation
Index (SSCI).

Media Asia is abstracted/Indexed in:
Scopus, EBSCO Research Databases,
ProQuest Dimensions, IngentaConnect,
Portico, Informit full text content and
J-Gate.

Official Journal Email Address: media.asia@amic.asia
Journal X Account: @MedigAsigjourn
To subscribe, contact subscriptions@tandf.co.uk

Official Journal Email Address: media.asio@amic.asia
Journal X Account: @MediafAsialourn
To subscribe, contact subscriptions@tandf.co,uk

~_
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AMIC in the 2025 IAMCR Conference

) _ 1AamcR
&9 2228

AMIC attended the 2025 IAMCR
Conference held on 14 to 17 July 2025
in Singapore. The event was hosted
by the Wee Kim Wee School of
Communication and Information
(WKWSCI) at Nanyang Technological
University.

The Conference Theme was
Communicating Environmental
Justice: Many Voices, One Planet.

Dr. Peng Hwa Ang, AMIC chairman de
honneur and WKWSCI professor,
delivered the keynote speech.

AMIC Secretary-General Ramon R.
Tuazon moderated a special
partner’'s session and served as
panelist in two other sessions,
including the closing plenary. Several
other AMIC representatives and
members were also paper presenters
and participants.

On 14 July, AMIC convened the
session, Innovations and Best
Practices in Environmental
Communication Education in Asian
Communication and Journalism
Schools. The session was in
partnership with the College of
Development Communication -
University of the Philippines Los Banos.
Panelists were AMIC colleagues Dr.
Pamela A. Custodio (CDC-UPLB), Dr.
Muneo Kaigo (University of Tsukuba,
Japan), Dr. S M Shameem Reza
(University of Dhaka, Bangladesh),
and Dr. Sadia Jamil (University of
Nottingham in Ningbo, China). The
discussion was moderated by AMIC
Secretary-General Ramon Tuazon.
Drs. Kaigo, Reza, and Jamil are AMIC
representatives.

The educators discussed several
strategies to improve Environmental
Communication Education, such as
experiential learning (including field
work and community engagement),
participatory teaching (pedagogical)
approaches, localization of curriculg,
collaboration with local communities
(including local scientists and
reseorchers), and solution-based
reporting. It was emphasized that
learning should include reflection and

action.


https://iamcr.org/singapore2025/theme
https://iamcr.org/singapore2025/theme
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The session panelists identified some
weaknesses in Environmental
Communication Education observed
in their respective countries. These
include lack of interdisciplinary
perspective, isolationist view, lack of
SDG-driven curriculum, dominance of
scientific and technical approach,
and focus on disaster stories
reflecting media preference for such
stories.

SG Tuazon served as panelist in the
IAMCR/UNESCO 2025 Partner Session
on 15 July on the topic, Press and The
Planet: Promoting Safety of
Journalists and Information Integrity
to Address Environmental Challenges.

Asian Media Information
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Asked by session moderator Ms. Tarja
Turtia why journalists play a key role
in environmental protection, the AMIC
secretary-general reminded the
participants that truth-telling is the
lifeblood of journalism and journalists’
primary responsibility is to hold
powerful individuals and sectors
accountable on behalf of the public.
He emphasized that environmental
reporting is about control of
resources — water, land, minerals,
biodiversity, and air. Tuazon said to
report on environmental threats is to
report on political-economic
corruption, unholy alliances between
corrupt or abusive politicians and
unscrupulous businessmen, etc. He
also recommended that initiatives to
support the safety of environmental
journalists should prioritize ethnic or
indigenous journalists who not only
reporti about the environment but
also issues such as ancestral domain
(including the issue of land
grabbing), protection and
preservation of tangible and
intangible heritage, indigenous
resource management, and
customary peacebuilding practices.
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The AMIC official identified priority
reform areas in the criminal justice
system as crime prevention,
protection, and prosecution
mechanisms. He warned that a
dysfunctional criminal justice system,
compounded by a flawed politico-
economic system, is incapable of
deterring crimes against journalists.

At the global level, he called for an
enhancement of the investigative
mechanisms of bodies like the UN
Special Rapporteurs and the Human
Rights Council. The killings of
independent journalists should be
prominently publicized as “crimes
against humanity” and “war crimes.”
He appealed to countries to adopt
their respective Plan of Action on the
Safety of Journalists as endorsed by
the UN General Assembly.

The other panelists for the UNESCO
partner session are H.E. Radl
Ferndndez Daza, Ambassador and
Permanent Delegate of Chile to
UNESCO and Chair of the

SEPTEMBER 2025
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Intergovernmental Council of the
International Programme for the
Development of Communication
(IPDC); H.E. Luciano Mazza de
Andrade, Ambassador of Federative
Republic of Brazil to Singapore; Dr.
Elizabeth Lester, Professor (Research)
and Director, Monash University and
Monash Climate Change
Communication Research Hub; and
Mr. Kunda Dixit, Chief Editor of Nepali
Times. The session was moderated by
Ms. Tarja Turtia, UNESCO Senior
Programme Specidalist.

SG Tuazon also joined the Conference
Closing Plenary held on 17 July.

Tuazon reiterated that AMIC’s mission
over the years is to promote a truly
Asian communication society
reflected in paradigms, theories, and
values. He said it is important for
AMIC to pursue collaboration and
partnerships among Asian
communication institutions. This
involves widening AMIC's footprint to
reach institutions from Central Asiqg,
Western Asia, North Asia, and the
Pacific. “With a more inclusive Asian
presence, AMIC is in a better position
to work for more South-South
Dialogue,” Tuazon said.
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SG Tuazon also supported the
growing call for decolonization of
discourse in communication and
media. As a necessary step,
decolonization must accept that
colonialism is a fact and a
manifestation of a historical injustice.
Part of decolonization is to
acknowledge the pioneering
contributions of Asia in the evolution
of communication tools and
processes. He urged communication
scholars and researchers to examine
how to decolonize the global
archiving system to promote access
to information. This includes actual
access (offline and online) of archival
materials in Western libraries and

archives, digital repatriation,
restitution of cultural heritage
materials, reparations and
compensations for the removal and
exploitation of national historical and
cultural heritage materials.

The other distinguished closing
plenary speakers were Professor Cees
Hamelink, Emeritus professor of
communication science, University of
Amsterdam and Professor of human
rights and global health, Vrije
Universiteit, Amsterdam; Professor
Jack Qiu, Nanyang Technological
University; Dr Andrea Medrado,
University of Exeter, UK, and Vice
President, IAMCR; and Professor Ylva
Rodny Gumede, Head of the Division
for Global Engagement, University of
Johannesburg. The plenary session
was moderated by IAMCR President
Daya Thusu.
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AMIC Secretary-General named to WJEC
Steering Committee

every three years; uphold and update
the Declaration of Universal Principles
of Journalism Education adopted
during the first World Journalism

iy _ Education Congress in June 2007;
"""si";”?,i"n"“?’“ = stimulate debate on crucial issues in

| ' journalism education; and promote

partnership among relevant
organizations in the improvement of
professional education for journalism
and media.

The first WJEC congress coincided with
the 16™ Annual Conference held in
Singapore in June 2007. It was co-
hosted by the School of
Communication and Information,
Nanyang Technological University.

AMIC Secretary-General Ramon R.
Tuazon was elected member of the
World Journalism Education Council
(WJEC) steering committee during the
7th World Journalism Education
Congress held from 08 to 10 August
2025 in San Francisco, USA.

Elected chairman was Pascal Guenee
of the Institut Pratique du Journalisme,
while Elanie Steyn of Gaylord College of
Journalism and Mass Communication
was elected vice chairman. Other

The goal of WJEC is to enhance the
quality of journalism and media by
linking academic institutions engaged
in journalism education. Among its
specific objectives are to: convene the
World Journalism Education Congress

elected members were Ralph
Akinfeleye (Nigerian Association of
Journalism and Mass Communication
Teachers, Africa), Heather Birks
(Broadcast Education Association,
North America),
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Fernando Oliveira Paulino (Latin
American Federation of Social
Communication Schools, Latin
America), Maarit Jaakkola (Nordic
Collaboration Committee for
Journalism Education, Europe), and
Alexandra Wake (Journalism
Education and Research Association of
Australia, Oceania).

The two ex-officio members are WJEC
immediate past chairman Nico Drok
and Association of Education in
Journalism and Mass Communication
(AEJCM) executive director Amanda
Caldwell.The steering committee has a
three-year term (2025-2028).

Augus
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AMIC SG in 7th Da'wa International Conference

7 th International Conferences on

Da'wa and Communication

AMIC Secretary General Ramon R.
Tuazon was one of the keynote
speakers at the 7" International
Conference of Da'wa and
Ccommunication (ICONDAC) held at
the Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan
Ampel Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia,
16 September 2025 The conference
theme was Da’'wa and
Communication for a Better World in
the Digital Era. The keynote plenary
session featured two other
distinguished speakers:

Dr. Sulficar Amir from Nanyang
Technological University in Singapore

and Dr. Rika Lusri Virga, Chairman of
the Association of Islamic College
Communication Sciences. The event
commenced with welcome remarks
delivered by Dr. Moch Choirul, Dean of
the Faculty of Da'wah and
Communication.

Secretary General Tuazon presented
the paper, An Invitation to New
Humanism (Rebooting Digital
Technology in the Service of Man).

According to Tuazon, the event served
as a vital platform for interfaith and
interreligious dialogue. "It is essential
for each of us to rediscover and affirm
the socially liberating aspects of our
own religio-philosophical beliefs and
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practices, and extract the principles,
values, and best practices that each
tradition has to offer,” he said.

Quoting former UNESCO Director-
General Irina Bokova, Tuazon
highlighted the need for a new
humanism in response to global
developments. According to Bokova,
this new humanism should strive to
create a "more inclusive society where
all individuals have access to
knowledge, quality education, and a
voice in the global dialogue.”

Furthermore, Bokova emphasized that
this new humanism must prioritize
respect for diversity and cultural
multiplicity, while supporting media
development to foster a culture of
peace.

Citing various scholars, SG Tuazon
emphasized that new humanism calls
for an interdisciplinary approach,
historical contextualism, balanced
integration of scientific and humanistic
values, recognition of the human
person as the core of media

SEPTEMBER 2025
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civilization, and a critical sense or
discernment to replace the trusting,
unselective attitude toward
technology.

Tuazon explained how the principles
and values of new humanism have
been integrated into other disciplines
and professions, such as legal
education, engineering, medical
education, and Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
He proposed framing communication
education along new humanism.

Tuazon described the profound
impact of artificial intelligence (Al) on
new humanism, pointing out that Al
systems are not just all about
Algorithms but also have social
elements which are essential to the full
human understanding of how Al works.
Tuazon quoted questions raised by
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Maria
Ressa during the Roundtable on
Information and Governance at the
World Meeting on Human Fraternity in
Rome on 12 September: “Will artificial
intelligence augment human potential
or replace human judgment? Will the
internet serve humanity, or will
humanity serve the internet?”
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AMIC joins 2025 IDUAI Main Event

unesco| @ ()

il hang ‘

Ensuring Access

to ¢ . |} :
na in

the Digital Age

Photo source:

https.//www.unesco.org/en/articles/international-day-
universal-access-information-2025

AMIC joins 2025 IDUAI Main Event
28 September 2025 marks the 10"
anniversary of the International Day for

Universal Access to Information (IDUAI).

On 17 November 2015,UNESCO declared
28 September as IDUAI. A year later,
the UN General Assembly also adopted
28 September as the International Day
for Universal Access to Information.

The main event for the 2025 IDUAI was
held in Manilg, Philippines, on 29-30
September 2025. It was hosted by
UNESCO and the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines.

The theme for IDUAI 2025, Ensuring
Access to Environmental Information in
the Digital Age, focused on the vital
importance of timely, comprehensive,
and cross-border access to
environmental information in an
increasingly digital world. The
discussion highlighted how digital
technologies and open data platforms
enhance public access, foster
transparency, and empower citizens
and stakeholders to participate
meaningfully in environmental
governance and sustainable
development.

This conference was organized by
UNESCO with the active participation
and collaboration of key partners,
including the International Conference
on Information Commissioners (ICIC),
Open Government Partnership (OGP),
and the Freedom of Information
Advocates Network (FOIAnet).

AMIC participated in the international
conference with AMIC Secretary-
General Ramon Tuazon moderating
Panel 2B: Small Islands, Big Challenges:
Environmental Information for Climate
Resilience.


https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000235297
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/5
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Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
refers to a group of small island
countries that face unique socidal,
economic, and environmental
challenges due to their small size,

remote location, and limited resources.

The panel explored how access to
environmental information can
strengthen climate resilience in Small
Island Developing States (SIDS). The
speakers discussed strategies for
improving transparency, public
participation, and data-driven
decision-making to address the
unique environmental vulnerabilities
and climate challenges faced by SIDS.

The panel speakers included Toby
Mendel, Executive Director, Centre for
Law and Democracy; Elizabeth Tydd,
Australian Information Commissioner;
and Ahid Rasheed, Information
Commissioner of the Maldives. The
panel rapporteur was Ms Rocelle Ago,
Assistant Commissioner, RTI
Commission (Australia).

SEPTEMBER 2025
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At the end of the two-day conference,
the participants endorsed a statement
which encourage UNESCO member
states to establish a public
environmental information clearing
house; urge governments to enact
legislation requiring proactive
publication of environmetal threats
and ensure that the grounds for
denying access to envionmental
information are strictly limited to
reasons permitted under international
human rights law; promote access to
environmental information for
communities potentially affected by
transboundary or high risj activities;
recommend accelerating eoffts to
assist Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) without ATI law to adopt such
legislationl; request to expedite the
achievenent of SDG 16.10; and
encourage all relevant stakeholders to
join the Global Initiative for Information
Integrity on Climate Change.
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MIL for PWD Rights Advocates

The Asian Media Information and
Communication Centre, Inc. (AMIC)
conducted a Trainers’ Training on
Media and Information Literacy for
PWD Rights Advocates. The training
was held on 10-11 September 2025
and was sponsored by the National
Council for Disability Affairs (NCDA).

The course was developed in
response to the growing production
and sharing of multi-platform
content on persons with disabilities
(PWD) issues and concerns by PWD

s’ Training o'=Media

C1Z

rights advocates, journalists, and
content creators. The National
Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA)
acknowledged the need for content
that not only recognizes the rights of
PWDs but is also sensitive to their
needs and conditions.

Among the major outputs of the
course were Proposed NCDA
Parameters in PWD-sensitive
Multiplatform Content Planning and
Development consistent with
international standards; Inputs to UN
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Disability-Inclusive Language
Guidelines; and Story Ideas for
Multiplatform Content (for social
media, websites, mobile apps, print
media, broadcast media, and
podcasts).

The course modules covered the
following: Defining Media and
Information Literacy and its
Importance in PWD Communication;
Understanding and Addressing
Disinformation and Misinformation
as it Relates to PWDs; Promoting
Freedom of Expression and
Addressing the Issues of Hate
Speech, Bias, and Discrimination
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against PWDs; Protocols for Handling
Emergency Disability-Related Issues
and Complaints; and Media
Reporting on PWD Issues and
Concerns: Red, Yellow, and Green
Flags.

The resource persons for the two-day
course were AMIC Secretary-General
Ramon R. Tuazon, AMIC Deputy
Secretary-General Ma. Sophia B.
Varlez, multiplatform journalist
Stanley B. Gajete, and Mark Anthony
B. Inocencio, Chief of the Information,
Education, and Communication
Division at the National Council on
Disability Affairs (NCDA).
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Dr. Maslog's Autobiography

The book will be published soon by
the University of Santo Tomas
Publishing House (USTPH) which is
both an academic and literary
publishing house. USTPH is formerly
the UST Press, the oldest continuing
press in Asia established in 1593.

Dr. Maslog is an alumnus of the

At 94 years young, Dr. Crispin C. University. He was awarded the 2022
Maslog, Chairman of the AMIC Thomasian Outstanding Alumni
Board of Directors, shows no signs of (TOTAL) Award for Media and
slowing down. Entertainment, on 14 May 2022.

Dr. Maslog has just completed his Dr. Maslog's autobiography is not
autobiography, Mini Luzaha(n) only for those who are into or aspire
Memoirs of Pinoy Journo-Guru. The to be in the practice and teaching of
book chronicles the life story of Dr. journalism and communication. His
Maslog. It started with a chapter on recollections and reflections will

his growing up years beside a captivate and enrich readers from
church by the sea in his hometown diverse backgrounds, interests, and
in Bohol province, Philippines and age.

ends with his secrets of his long life

(which everybody wants to AMIC and UST will sponsor the book

discover). launch soon.




AMIC NEWSLETTER

WWW.AMIC.ASIA

SEPTEMBER 2025

Py, Asian Media Information

o
“@ and Communication Centre

AMIC Accreditation Project: Enhancing
Excellence in Communication Education

The Asian Media Information and
Communication Centre (AMIC) has
embarked on an accreditation
project aimed at upgrading the
standards of communication
education in Asia. This initiative
seeks to promote excellence,
quality, and relevance in
communication programs across
the region.

The AMIC accreditation project is
designed to assess communication
and allied programs against
rigorous standards, ensuring that
they meet the evolving needs of the
sector and society. By recognizing
and rewarding outstanding
programs, AMIC aims to foster a
culture of excellence, innovation,
and continuous improvement in
communication education.
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The envisioned accreditation system
aims to develop a contextually
relevant framework, aligning
accreditation criteria, systems, and
procedures with the unique Asian
context, thereby ensuring that
communication education programs
are tailored to Asia’s distinct needs,
challenges, and cultural nuances.

Furthermore, the accreditation
system will strike a balance between
academic rigor and professional
practice, ensuring that
communication education programs
integrate theoretical foundations with
industry relevance and practical
applications.

By supporting the development of
high-quality commmunication
programs, the AMIC accreditation
project has the potential to make a
lasting impact on the communication
landscape in Asia.
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As AMIC continues to champion
excellence in communication
education, it is poised to shape the
next generation of communication
leaders and professionals in the
region.

AMIC created a Technical Working
Group (TWG) which is currently
developing draft accreditation
systems and procedures. Appointed
as TWG chairman is Prof. Jude
William Genilo, Pro Vice Chancellor
of the University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB). TWG members
include Dr. Jose Reuben Q. Alagaran,
dean of the College of
Communication, Polytechnic
University of the Philippines; Mr.
Norman Agatep, President and
Managing Director of Grupo Agatep,
and Dr. Leslie Manalo-Medinag,
Marketing Consultant and Guest
Lecturer of Holy Angel University.

Over the past four months, the TWG
has reviewed the accreditation
system of the Accrediting Council
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on Education in Journalism and
Mass Communications
(ACEJMC),Association Top Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), Global Alliance for Public
Relations & Communication
Management Accreditation, and the
Board of Accreditation for
Engineering and Technical
Education (BAETE). The TWG also
conducted a survey of accreditation
needs and requirements of Asian
communication schools.

The Technical Working Group's
(TWG) preliminary output will be
unveiled at the AMIC 31st Annual
Conference, providing a platform for
initial feedback and discussion.
Subsequently, the final draft will be
presented to an international panel
of esteemed experts from Asia for a
rigorous review and input, ensuring
the accreditation system meets the
highest standards and regional
expectations.
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